WHY FIGHT FOR TRUTH?
ally that was a mistake. So I raised opposition everywhere and then I had to defend myself.
"Had I not come to Prague but gone to a German university instead I should have written my books there. Here I immediately got the name of being a literary revolutionary, and even my students often had the same idea. They wrote that I wanted to destroy the gods,"
"Such misunderstandings are not strange to me/' I broke in. "If a writer makes men out of demigods his fellow-men feel insulted instead of being proud of their new colleagues."
"And here it was seldom a question of gods, but only too often a nationalistic way of talking," he continued. "One could clearly see this in the case of the forged manuscript. They wanted to prove to the Germans that we Czechs also have something like the Niebelungenlied. I saw that this was untrue, and I cannot be a party to a lie. I recognised the forgery. They were simply modern, romantic lyrics."
"Goethe translated one of them," I said.
"Yes," he interrupted quickly. "He made his choice as a great artist, and as a matter of fact that was a folk-song which had originally been taken
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